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Figure. Dyslexic Readers Use Compensatory Systems to Read




Figure. Effective Reading Interventions Result in Brain Repair
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Prevalence ( Thai)

® 6.3%VaILANIBUTZOY

® Y8:R9= 3.4:1

* TULE1VUBIEADINPUIULUANT = 44%
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® Texas prisoners 2000 -48% dyslexic, 2/3-struggled with reading

comprehension

®* Department of Education 2014- 1/3 struggled to pick up information

while reading simple text

® Dyslexic Diagnostic Day,2017 — screen 200 prisoners in Louisiana,
more than half are thought to have dyslexia

® U.S.Senator Bill Cassidy- pushed for screening prisoners for dyslexia,
the Furst Step Act that passed in December2018




SEN. BILL CASSIDY CSPAN

R-Louisiana c-span.org













WASHINGTON-— U.S. Senator Bill Cassidy, M.D. (R-LA), a member of the Senate Health,
Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) Committee, released the following statement after meeting
with Senior Advisor to the President Jared Kushner about prison reform. During the conversation,
Cassidy stressed the need to identify and address dyslexia in early education in order to prevent
students from being consigned to a path of illiteracy, crime, and incarceration.

“I thank Jared for prioritizing prison reform and meeting to discuss solutions,” said Dr. Cassidy. “I
shared with him that while conducting health clinics in the Louisiana prison system, | learned that
illiteracy is a major risk factor for someone turning to a life of crime. And it makes sense that if
someone leams to read, they’re more likely to be gainfully employed once they are released from
prison, and more likely to become productive members of society. Dyslexia is a leading cause of
illiteracy; to address illiteracy and incarceration, we must better address dyslexia.™

A study found that 80 percent of prison inmates at the state prison in Huntsville, Texas, were
functionally illiterate and 48 percent were dyslexic.

In May 2016, Cassidy chaired a HELP Committee hearing on understanding dyslexia. The hearing
featured actor Ameer Baraka, a New Orleans native who struggled with dyslexia as a student and
turned to selling drugs. Barak discussed how he taught himself to read in prison on Fox News in
April 2017.

In February 2016, Cassidy’s READ Act was signed into law by President Obama. The legislation
requires the National Science Foundation (NSF) to devote at least $2.5 million to dyslexia rescarch
cvery year.

In 2015, Cassidy hosted world experts on dyslexia for a discussion at Pennington Biomedical
Research Center in Baton Rouge, and chaired HELP Committee ficld hearings on dyslexia and
education in New Orleans and Baton Rouge.

Each year, Senator Cassidy introduces a resolution in the Senate designating October as National
Dyslexia Awareness Month.




Succes:

There i1s a call for more action from laws or
government to support the specific needs of
dyslexic children.

Dyslexia, just like autism and other
learning disabilities, should be given the
needed support or appropriations,

senator Cassidy stand by his belief that
there should be distinctions among
different disabilities in order to help them
appropriately just like in the case of dyslexia
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Ameer Baraka, actor

®*When you can not read , you see no other way out.

® As a kid ,l used to ask to God to make me a drug dealer,
because | knew in order to be someone in life you have to

learn to read and | couldn’t.

® At age 23, he was in prison, but after being diagnosed with
dyslexia and finally earning his GED. | started viewing myself
in a differen way .When | learned to read , it freed me.




"I'D TRY TO CONCENTRATE ON WHAT | WAS READING,
THEN I’'D GET TO THE END OF THE PAGE AND
HAVE VERY LITTLE MEMORY OF ANYTHING I’'D READ"




Steven Spielberg

Being diagnosed
with Dyslexia ot age
60 was “ike the last
puzzie part in o
tremendous
mystery that 've
xept to myself all

these years”




Living with Dyslexia

Steven Spielberg confessed in an
interview that was diagnosed
with dylexia only a few years ago.
He remembered his childhood
and the difficult situationn he
lived when he was a primary
student. He said: “I learnt to read
2 years later than my classmates
and it made me subject to
teasing”.

One of his movies “the Goonies”
was inspired on his experience as
a member of the goon squad.




Dyslexia in the Movies

CADEMY AWARD WINNING DIRECTOR
ASteven Spielberg recently admitted to
having dyslexia—the first time he has

publicly talked about it. “It was the last puzzle part
in a tremendous mystery that I've kept to myself
all these years,” says the director in an interview
on friendsofquinn.com. Diagnosed five years
ago, Spielberg learned to read two years later than
his classmates, who bullied him so much that he
dreaded going to school.

“Inever felt like a victim,” he says. “Movies kind of saved me from shame...
from putting it on myself, from making it my burden when it wasn’t.”

Spielberg, who was blessed with parents who supported him, went back to
college in his 50s to complete his degree, which he had abandoned in 1968 to
pursue filmmaking. He says that it takes him twice as long as anyone else to
read a book or script, but he uses the extra time to look for things to appreci-
ate as he lingers over the words.

His advice to young adults with LD? “You are not alone, and while you will
have dyslexia for the rest of your life, you can dart between the raindrops to
get where you want to go. It will not hold you back.”







Being dyslexic can actually help in
the outside world. | see some things
clearer than other people do

because | have to simplify things to
help me and that has helped others.

— Richard Bransen —

AZ QUOTES




"I'D TRY TO CONCENTRATE ON WHAT | WAS READING,
THEN I’'D GET TO THE END OF THE PAGE AND
HAVE VERY LITTLE MEMORY OF ANYTHING I’'D READ"
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Highly successful dyslexics

* Nobel Laureate in Physiology
* Professor of biochemistry at Stanford U.
* Director of gynecology ,Harvard Medical School

e Professor of law ,New York U. School of Law
e Superspecialists
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